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Obituary by Beverley Lawrence Beech

Elizabeth acted as Secretary of AIMS from 1980–1983. She did so at a time when the AIMS Journal was 

printed on a Roneo machine that required each page to be typed onto a waxed sheet which was laid out 

on a drum rotated by hand. The pile of pages was then collated, also by hand. If one wanted to check on a 

particular birth intervention it would involve visiting a local university library, or writing to a friendly 

midwife, or doctor, to gain the information - there was no internet to help.

Elizabeth was the first point of contact for women wanting help or information, and during her time as 
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AIMS Secretary she answered thousands of letters and phone calls, determined to help women get the 

kind of care they wanted, at a time when the main means of communication was the telephone, faxes or 

letters. Her letters were always full of information, warmth and encouragement. She regularly 

contributed to the AIMS Quarterly Journals, highlighting the contacts she was having with often 

desperate women, as well as reviewing books and commenting on current issues.

Her voluntary work for AIMS was supported by her husband, the Reverend David John Cockerell, now 

retired. She leaves three children, Robert, Mary and Elspeth, and four grandchildren. She will be sadly 

missed and fondly remembered by those of us in AIMS who worked with her and the hundreds of women 

and families she helped.
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